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CITY OF HOWARD LAKE 
    PARKS AND PLANNING COMMISSION  

 
 
 

The City of Howard Lake strives to build upon its good neighbor traditions –  
A welcoming community for all, supported by vibrant and engaged businesses and community organizations, involved 

citizens, and diverse amenities that provide a well-rounded quality of life. 
 

 
 

Howard Lake City Hall  
TENTATIVE AGENDA 
March 8, 2023 – 6:00 pm 

 
 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER  

a. Consider Annual Organization Appointments & Declarations 
1. Chairperson 
2. Vice Chairperson 
3. Secretary  
4. 2023 Meeting Dates 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Any additions, deletions, modifications to the agenda will be done at this time.  

C. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a. June 8, 2022 PPC Meeting Minutes 

D. PRESENTATIONS, PUBLIC HEARINGS & RELATED APPROVALS 
E. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Comp Plan  
b. CSAH 7/Lions Park Enhancements 
c. Siting a Future Dog Park 
d. Pickleball Court 

 
F. OLD BUSINESS 
G. ADJOURN 

 
 

  





April 12, 2023 Meeting Topics – 

• April 12, 2023 PPC Meeting 
o Terning Trails Apartment 

 Site Plan Review 
 Parking Ordinance 
 Preliminary Plat 
 PUD 

 
o Larson Plat 

  Preliminary Plat Approval 





CITY OF HOWARD LAKE 
625 8TH Avenue - PO Box 736 - Howard Lake, MN 55349 

 Phone: 320-543-3670 | cityadmin@howard-lake.mn.us | www.howard-lake.mn.us 
                                                                    

“THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER” TDD #711 
 

 
HOWARD LAKE PARKS AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

Howard Lake City Hall 
June 8, 2022 – 6:00 pm 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT  MEMEBERS ABSENT 
April Debner    Vern Kleve 
Jason Deiter                      
Gene Gilbert 
Jean Schmidt     
Barb Guenigsman 
Molly Hibbard 
     
OTHERS PRESENT  
Meagan Theisen, Assistant City Administrator 
Nate Sparks, City Planner 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Debner called the meeting to order at 6:13 pm. 

 
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as presented. Commissioner Barb moved to approve the agenda.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Schmidt and passed unanimously.  
 

C. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Commissioner Schmidt requested to update the minutes to include her as present at the meeting on May 
11th.   
Commissioner Guenigsman moved to approve the May 11, 2022 PPC Meeting minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Schmidt and passed unanimously.  

 
D. PRESENTATIONS, PUBLIC HEARINGS & RELATED APPROVALS 

None. 
 

E. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Short Term Rental Ordinance Review 

Sparks reviewed the draft ordinance for the commission and noted where this ordinance would 
be placed within the City Code. 
 
The commission discussed various items within the ordinance, including the minimum age to rent 
a location.  
 
Commissioner Schmidt moved to change the minimum age to rent from 18 to 25 years old.  
 

mailto:cityadmin@howard-lake.mn.us


Theisen called for a roll call vote: Deiter, Yes; Schmidt, Yes; Debner, No; Guenigsman, Yes; 
Gilbert, No; Hibbard, Yes.  
 
The vote was seconded by Commissioner Guenigsman and passed with a 4:2 vote.   
 
Commissioner Schmidt moved to approve for the draft ordinance to go to Council.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Guenigsman.  The motions passed. Opposed Hibbard.  

 
b. OLD BUSINESS 
 

c. ADJOURN 
 
The Parks and Planning Commission meeting adjourned at 7:21.  
 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
       Chair, April Debner 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Secretary, Meagan Theisen 
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To:  Howard Lake Parks & Planning Commission 
 
From:  Nate Sparks, City Planner 
 
Date:  March 3, 2023 
 
Re:  Comprehensive Plan Update 
 
Introduction 

A presentation will be given on the findings and status of the Comprehensive Plan update.  
We’ve updated the policies and goals from the previous discussions.  Some guidance is needed 
on a few land use topics.  Maps are included for you to peruse prior to the meeting. 

Downtown 

The Downtown is proposed to be split into subdistricts: 

DC – Downtown Commercial.  This is the core of the Downtown with the historic buildings. 

DCF – Downtown Commercial Fringe.  This is the transition between the Downtown and the 
Highway Commercial area. 

DMU – Downtown Mixed Use.  This is where a property could be either commercial or 
residential. 

Please review the map and provide comments.  Boundary change suggestions are welcome. 

Land Use 

A revised land use plan is provided for comment, as well.  There is a large amount of land in the 
growth area that is ideal for residential development.  Therefore, we need to balance this with the 
proper amount of commercial and industrial.   

Commercial land in the City will only be feasible near the Downtown and along Highway 12.   

Industrial land is only ideal when properly placed to where truck traffic and other interferences 
do not negatively impact the residential and commercial areas. 

We are attempting to provide the proper amount of commercial and industrial to maintain the 
City’s level of jobs per capita and improve the City’s potential for retail capture. 

Any comments are appreciated. 

 

http://www.nacplanning.com/
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COMMUNITY PROFILE
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ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD SPENDING
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CRIME PROFILE
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